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page 16 and page 15. Featured are
Ms. Oikawa's Foreign Minister of
Japan's Commendation ceremony,
the Vancouver Cherry Blossom
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(Naomi Mishima)

the Canadian government apologized and agreed to provide

compensation to both the survivors and the Japanese Canadian community.

>

This year commemorates 75 years since the Canadian government’s internment
for Japanese Canadians came to an end on March 31, 1949. I have interviewed
The roots of the Canadian internment policy, initiated in 1942 following

the Japanese army’s attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, were deeply
In this anniversary year, my aim is to not only listen to the firsthand

accounts of survivors but also to document the journey of community resilience
in the aftermath of the war. By doing so, we honour the past and strive toward a

Although the times have changed, it is worth asking why the Canadian
more inclusive future.

government was so insistent on its discriminatory policy towards Japanese

In 1988
Canadians.

icy

infringed upon the rights of Canadian citizens but also violated basic principles

Canada. It’s evident that the Canadian government’s internment policy not only
of humanity.

Despite the harsh and painful experiences, I have been surprised and encouraged
entwined with discriminatory attitudes towards people of Japanese descent in

people who have experienced interment and those who supported those survivors.
by the positive attitude demonstrated by many survivors.
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Vancouver Fashion Week
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Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival
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Sakura Days Japan Fair
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Whistler World Ski & Snowboard Festival
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Vancouver Vaisakhi Parade
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Vancouver Sun Run
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Earth Day
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From the Vancouver Hiroshima Club

The Vancouver Hiroshima Club (aka Kenjin-kai) will host
a luncheon in early July, the first in five years. Anyone
interested in Hiroshima is welcome.

Further details will be announced soon.
interested, please email van.hiroshimaclub@gmail.com.
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Artisan Farmers Markets
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Hello! As we embark on our second
year, we aim to bring you a more Japan
Canada experience than our inaugural
year. We plan to publish two more
editions in 2024. Thank you for joining us
on this journey.
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JC Today Youtube videos in
English and Japanese.Enjoy!
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Yohe1 Takaoka opened with
a tie in his second year with
the Whitecaps

Japanese goalkeeper Yohei Takaoka entered
his second season in Major League Soccer (MLS).
The Vancouver Whitecaps FC opened their 50th
anniversary season at BC Place on March 2, 2024,
Takaoka has played as a starting member in all four
games so far, with two wins, one loss, and one tie.
Over 30,000 fans cheered the team on the opening day.
Takaoka said, “It’s really nice to play knowing over
30,000 fans back us up.”

Japanese Canadian fans will have an exciting
game ahead. The Caps host LA Galaxy on April 13, a
former Japanese national team captain, Maya Yoshida,
will be playing against Takaoka.

“Noto Night” successfully
raised funds for Noto
earthquake survivors in
Japan

On February 17, a fundraising event called
“Noto Night @ Nikkei Centre” was held at the
Nikkei Cultural Centre and Museum to support
the survivors of the earthquake that hit the Noto
peninsula. The event was successful, according
to one of the organizers, Mr. Mas Watanabe, who
had lived in the Noto area for about 12 years. He
expressed his sadness at the devastation caused by
the earthquake.

The organizers have now provided an update on

their fundraising activities, which we will share below.
sk
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Whitecaps goalkeeper Takaoka against Real Salt Lake on March 23, 2024 at BC Place, Vancouver. Photo by Koichi Saito/Japan Canada Today

On March 1st, Miki Hirai and Mas Watanabe,
administrators of the BC-Japan Friendship Facebook
Group, handed over the donations collected at
the “Noto Night @ Nikkei Centre” charity event
held on February 17th to Consul General Kohei
Maruyama. After the event, there were matching
donations and additional contributions from
individuals and groups, bringing the final total to
$16,560. Both organizers expressed gratitude for the
Consulate-General to accept donations on behalf
of the Government of Japan, and requested that all
funds be directed to assist the victims of the Noto
Peninsula earthquake.

March 29, 2024

Satokai Canada hosted its
coldest beach karate practice
n years

Shito-Ryu Satokai Canada hosted its 52nd annual
karate beach practice on January 13 at English Bay.
Despite the temperature being minus 5 degrees, the
event was a great success. UBC Shitoryu
Karate instructor Mike Nakatsu said it
was the coldest practice in recent years.
You can watch the karate beach practice
on our YouTube channel.
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She also spoke of the legacy of Japanese
Canadians by telling the stories of their ancestors who
struggled in Canada, embracing and supporting all
cultures into the future, and especially taking pride in
their Japanese Canadian history.

“There are a lot of people that I owe thanks and

feel a connection that is special to me. And I continue
those relationships and value them. And, part of our

MS. LOrene Oikawa received the Foreign relationships and work that I've done with so many of

our elders and the community, I pay tribute to them
and all that has helped to shape me and my work. My

MiniSter Of J apan,s Commendation heart is with the whole Japanese Canadian community

across Canada,” she said.

On March 14, 2024, the Consulate General of
Japan in Vancouver hosted a presentation ceremony to
honour Ms. Lorene Gayle Oikawa, who was awarded
the Foreign Minister’s Commendations in 2023.

Ms. Oikawa has held several important positions,
including the President of the National Association
of Japanese Canadians and the Greater Vancouver
Japanese Canadian Citizens’ Association.

During the ceremony, Consul General Kohei
Maruyama congratulated Ms. Oikawa on receiving the
award and introduced her contributions to the Japanese
Canadian community and the Japanese community
with many positions and roles she held, saying, “She
had contributed to the promotion of Nikkei history
and Japanese culture as well as cultural exchange and
friendship between Japan and Canada. I would like to
express my sincere respect and appreciation.”

Ms. Oikawa’s relatives, friends, and colleagues
from Canada and Japan attended the ceremony to
celebrate her achievement. She expressed her gratitude
and joy, saying, “It was a surprise, and I'm very
honoured and happy, especially to have my family and
friends. It really bridges the connection with me being
a fourth-generation Canadian of Japanese ancestry,
and it bridges the connection between Japan and
Canada.”

Ms. Okawa (Left) and Consul General Maruyama on March 14, 2024 in Vancouver. Photo by Koichi Saito/Japan Canada Today

Vancouver C ﬁewy Blossom Festival celebrates Ja panese culture

The Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival, which
takes place annually during spring when Metro
Vancouver is painted pink with cherry blossoms,
started on March 29.

Various events showcasing cherry blossoms
are being held in different locations, making them
significant events that bring spring vibes to the city.
The Sakura Days Japan Fair is one of the most popular
events where you can experience Japanese culture and
enjoy cherry blossoms. It will be held on April 13th
and 14th at VanDusen Botanical Garden.

According to The Vancouver Cherry Blossom
Festival website, the beginning of Vancouver’s
cherry trees was a gift from the mayors of Kobe and
Yokohama in the early 1930s. They presented the
city of Vancouver with 500 Japanese cherry trees for
planting at the Japanese cenotaph in Stanley Park,
which honours Japanese Canadians who served in
WWIL Now, about 60,000 cherry blossoms are said to
bloom in Vancouver every year.

Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival runs until
April 25.

You can watch “Sakura Days Japan [m] 3

Fair 2023” on our YouTube. !

Cherry Blossoms in Stanley Park, Vancouver. Photo by Koichi Saito

Announcement from Japan Canada Today

In 2024, Japan Canada Today will conduct an interview project to gather the stories of individuals who experienced Japanese Canadian internment.

We warmly welcome those who can participate or may know someone interested in participating to reach out to us. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have
any inquiries before joining, such as the interview questions.

This April marks the 75th anniversary since the Canadian government lifted its internment policy, a significant milestone. Additionally, last year commemorated
35 years since the Canadian government issued an apology. We aim to illuminate the experiences of Japanese Canadians and the resilient communities that have
transcended discrimination.

If you can contribute to this endeavour, please let us know. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. Thank you.




